
 

 

Honorable ministers of water in Lesotho and 

South Africa Hon. Samonyane Ntsekele and 

Hon. Gugile Nkwinti toured the Polihali project 

site on Thursday 12 July 2018 to get an update 

on the project. 

 

As the final arbiters of the Lesotho Highlands 

Water Project (LHWP), the ministers received a 

Phase II briefing from the Polihali Operations 

Branch manager Mr. Gerard Mokone who ham-

mered on social issues in his presentation. 

 

“The Phase II of the project is will affect individ-

ual and communal properties of the community 

living around the project area, and as a branch 

we have been busy with asset registration of 

those assets that will be affected by the reser-

voir, the Polihali Western Access Road (PWAR) 

and the Polihali North Eastern Access Road 

(PNEAR),” narrated Mr. Mokone. 

 

The two ministers made a whistle-stop tour of 

the Phase II, landing at Ha Polihali close to 

where the rock fill embankment Polihali Dam 

wall is set be built. 

 

The two ministers also toured the LHWP areas 

including the Katse Dam and the Mohale Dam. 
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             A Communicating Organization is a High Performance Organization  

Polihali Operations Branch manager Mr. Gerard Mokone gives the 

LHWP Phase II briefing while Hon. Gugile Nkwinti MP and Hon. 

Samonyane Ntsekele MP (from right) listen. 

The Katse and Mohale Dams were also visited by the Honorable 

ministers. 
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The Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) 

highlighted the importance of Lesotho’s indige-

nous rare type of fish, the Maloti Minnow, 

deemed one of the endangered species in 

Lesotho due to impacts of climate change at 

the International Association for Impact As-

sessment (IAIA) conference in Durban in May 

2018.  

The Lesotho Highlands Development Authority 

(LHDA) Environment Branch Manager, Ms 

Palesa Monongoaha told a packed auditorium 

at the conference that as one of the largest 

water schemes in Africa, the LHWP was 

charged with the responsibility of balancing 

the delivery of good quality water with human 

development needs, ecosystems management 

and conservation of biodiversity hence the 

need to preserve the Maloti Minnow. 

She acknowledged the impacts of climate 

change, saying the Lesotho meandering rivers 

were previously awash with indigenous types 

of fish most of which is teetering on the edge 

of extinction due to impacts of climate change.  

She cited catchment management programs 

of the LHDA as key in mitigating the impacts 

of climate change. 

This year’s conference had drawn close to 

1000 participants from around the world, with 

half the number coming from the African conti-

nent. The IAIA conference was held at the 

Durban International Convention Centre on 16 

– 19 May 2018.  

 

 

LESOTHO TOURISM MINISTER VISITS LHWP STALL AT THE 

ANNUAL TOURISM INDABA 

 

 

Lesotho Tourism Minister visited the Le-

sotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) 

stall at the Tourism Indaba in May 2018  

in Durban, South Africa.  

During his visit, the minister was fur-

nished with information regarding the 

LHWP which he applauded for fostering 

tourism in Lesotho. Minister Motlohi 

Maliehe MP was the guest of honour at 

the stall and was handed gifts during his 

visit. 

The LHWP was among the 1000 strong 

exhibitors at the Indaba with 22 countries 

represented from the African continent 

while 228 exhibitors made their debut at 

Africa's premier tourism gathering.  

The Project presented some of  its world-

renowned components such the Katse 

and the Mohale Dams which have added 

an oomph in the tourism industry in Leso-

tho due to their engineering beauty. 

The minister (centre) flanked by LHWP staff at the event 

LHWP HIGHLIGHTS THE MALOTI MINNOW AT THE IAIA 

Teetering on the edge of extinction, the Maloti Minnow is one of the 

endangered species in Lesotho.  
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NEW HOUSE FOR MOTSUMI FAMILY 

 
The 1986 Lesotho Highlands Water Project 

Treaty amongst others specified that the 

Lesotho Highlands Development Authority 

shall effect all measures to ensure that 

members of local communities within the 

borders of Lesotho , who will be affected 

by the activities of  the Project will be able 

to maintain a standard of living not inferior 

to that obtaining at the time of first disturb-

ance and that the Authority shall effect 

compensation for any loss to community 

members as a result of such Project relat-

ed causes. 

Mr Lepekola Motsomi, residing at Ha Le-

biletsa within the Mohale catchment was 

among hundreds of the communities af-

fected by the construction of the Mohale 

Dam.  Around 2002/2003, Mr Motsomi's 

household was affected by the construc-

tion works at one of the Mohale feeder 

roads from Mohale village to Ha Rapoko-

lane.  A crack on the ground that occurred 

as a result of blasting operations affected 

his structures negatively. His family's prop-

erty comprised of one rondavel, one single 

roomed house roofed with corrugated iron 

sheets, three-roomed house with a veran-

dah, two kraals and a stable. 

Later on, it was discovered that there was 

also another opening on the ground just 

below his kraal which posed a serious risk 

to the animals as well as humans and that 

called for the abrupt LHDA's intervention. 

According to the LHDA Compensation 

Regulations of 1999, the loss of a house 

shall be compensated with a new house or 

houses, with the same internal floor area, 

provided at a site of the recipient's choice 

and a VIP toilet. In his case, Mr Motsomi 

requested to be relocated to his own site 

within the village and that LHDA compen-

sate him for his arable land.  

After a long journey, Mr Motsomi's dream 

eventually came into reality when LHDA relo-

cated the family.    He was ecstatic to receive 

the keys to his new home, "I am so thrilled 

this day has finally come, I will ultimately rest 

after this long ordeal between myself and 

LHDA", said Mr Motsomi. The family was 

also gratified to be resettled to the new 

home. 

LHDA Contracts Branch and the house own-

er are expected to monitor the condition of 

the house regularly, so that should there be 

any defects identified within two years the 

contractor may be recalled to repair the 

houses. 

The new houses for Mr Motsomi at Ha Lebiletsa 

The old houses that were affected by road construction. 
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Lesotho Highlands Development Authority, 
(LHDA) through the Muela Operations Branch 
participated in the gala dinner organized by the 
office of the District Administrator at Motlejoa 
Guest house, Butha-Buthe on the 13th June 
2018 to commemorate His Majesty's 55th 
birthday.  
 
King Letsie III birthday is celebrated every year 
in different districts of the country. Each district 
comes with  its own creative and innovative 
style of celebration to make the event more 
unique and memorable. Butha-Buthe district 
this year's host, organized a gala dinner as an 
additional fundraising activity to meet the logis-
tics of the event to set a new precedence.  
 
Speaking at the opening ceremony of the 
event, the district administrator, Mr Lehlohono-
lo Qhaso said this year's celebration will have 
two different ceremonies for the first time in the 
history of the commemoration.  
 
The first monument will be for the Principal 
Chief of Makhoakhoa decorating the history of 
Makhoakhoa, one of the tribes in Butha-Buthe. 
The Monument will detail the history of the 
Qholaqhope Mountain, clearly defining the ra-
tionale behind the name. The aim is to cement 
history of the district and increase tourism of 
the district. 
 
The King of Makhoakhoa, Chief Lethole Matela 
is historically the one who appointed King Mo-
shoeshoe I. He thanked LHDA and other com-
panies present for a huge contribution of the 
gala dinner citing it's only through their mas-
sive contribution the event became a success. 
 
LHDA had ten delegates from the Muela Hydro
-power station to convene a table to help 
achieve the perceived thought of raising 
enough to execute the event, Mr Lehlohonolo 
Molapo, the Muela branch manager joined his 
team at the event.  
 
The district Administrator further gave remarks 
and details pertaining to upcoming events to 
His Majesty's Birthday. 
 
The crowd was dressed to the nines in their 
back to 80s vintage clothing and dancing to the 
tunes played in that era, at the height of the 
evening, supper and refreshment were served 
and festivities continued till the late hours. 

 

LHDA SUPPORTS KING’S BIRTHDAY FUNDRAISING GALA DINNER 

‘Muela Branch Senior officers led festivities 

Above and below: ‘Muela staff take to the dance floor 

The plush settings of a fund-raiser fit for a King 


